y week at the Family History Library (FHL) in Salt Lake City in January was very

productive and fruitful for my current research project. Like other rabid genealogists,

I spent every moment possible in the library when it was open, having to grudgingly
pause occasionally to recharge my fuel levels.

This visit was different than previous visits, however. Technology played a huge role in my
research success. Naturally, I brought my laptop, which serves as my alternate brain. Before |
left, | tuned up the laptop, cleaning off unnecessary files, backing up all data, and running the
system tools such as cleanup and defrag. My genealogy database, Clooz database, and research
calendar were all present and accounted for. When packing, | made sure | had my cable lock
~ and a small USB mouse so | didn’t have to rely on the touchpad.

This was my first visit since the FHL made wireless Internet access available throughout
the building. What a boost to productivity! The other wonderful addition is the ability to scan
microfilm records and save them to a flash drive. My first foray into the new (to me) technology
was disappointing, but only because | didn’t read the directions for properly saving the images
to my flash drive. But after that hiccup, | was thrilled to be able to scan and save when | found a
probate record that was about one hundred fifty pages—a savings of about $35!

I felt most productive, however, just sitting in my little cubicle. Each evening in my room,

I would search the FEHL Catalog looking for films | wanted to view the next day. In my cubicle,
when | found information on one film that opened up new research avenues, | was able to use
my laptop to conduct further searches in the FHL Catalog for more films to look at.

The handy tool that helped me bridge the gap between the FHL Catalog and my research

R h calendar was Google Notebook. This is a great tool that unfortunately Google has stopped
ese a rC developing, and no new users can sign up. Google Notebook’s great features allowed me to
open it in miniature directly from my Google Toolbar, click Save when | found an item | wanted
- to research, and then add notes to the item to remind me of why | was interested in that film—
n I rvan a sort of a living “to-do” list. Thankfully, I can still use Notebook because | was using it before the
company discontinued the development. The Google Notebook blog recommends trying one
of several other Google tools, but none seem to have the strengths of Notebook. A search for
“Google Notebook replacements” brought up a link to Evernote.com. Evernote was discussed
in the May/June 2007 issue of DG in the article “I saved it...but where?,” but the service has
evolved since then and appears to be a potential replacement for Google Notebook. I'll have a
Liz Kelley Kerstens, cG, cGL reviewer give it a spin in a future issue of DG.
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